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From the Chairman’s Desk

The Ministry of Environment & Forests (IMoEF)
Government of India re-engineered the EIA
(Environmental Impact Assessment) notification
on September 14, 2006 by superseding the
earlier notification numbering S.0.60(E) dated
January 27, 1994. As per the new notification,
the activities requiring EIA clearance have been grouped as A or
B depending on its potential impacts on human health and natural
and man-made resources to be processed for environmental clearance
by Environmental Impact Assessment Authority of the Government
of India and the state respectively. It must be mentioned that for
the constitution of the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority and the State Level Expert Appraisal Committee, the
Department of Environment, Government of West Bengal shall
forward the names to the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Government of India.

For the Group B projects to be cleared by State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) would be screened for sub-
categorisation either as B1 or B2 after the screening process of the
environmental information submitted by the project proponent in
Form 1 annexed with the said notification. Such sub-categorisation,
however, will be made following the guidelines to be published by
the MoEF, Government of India time to time. The following
sequential process would be followed by the Environment Impact
Assessment Authority for environmental clearance of the project
activities specified in the notification.

Screening (Stage 1): The screening process required for category B
projects or activities will be aimed to ascertain whether further
environmental studies will be required for preparation of
Environment Impact Assessment Report in addition to that submitted

in Form 1 by the applicant requiring further processing through
public consultation terming it as Bl category project. Otherwise,
the project will be termed as B2 not requiring to prepare full-fledged
Environment Impact Assessment Report and public consultation
through Environmental Public Hearing.

Scoping (Stage 2): The Expert Appraisal Committee is required to
scope the project or activity requiring environmental clearance to
determine the detailed Terms of Reference for the preparation of
Environment Impact Assessment Report by assessing the information
submitted by the applicant in Form L

Public Consultation (Stage 3): This is the process by which the
concerns of people likely to be affected by the project activity and
others who have plausible stake in the environmental aspects of
the project are ascertained. This stage of the EIA process is to
comprise of two aspects: a public hearing process, in which only
local affected people can participate, and a process for obtaining
written comments from others who are concerned citizens. However,
there are six sets of activities which have been exempted from the
process of public consultation.

Appraisal (Stage 4): Appraisal means the detailed scrutiny of the
application and other documents like the Final EIA Report and
outcome of public consultations. The Expert Appraisal Committee
or the State Level Expert Appraisal Committee concerned shall
made categorical recommendation to the regulatory authority on
whether or not the environmental clearance is recommended for
granting. However, the projects which do not need to conduct EIA
studies or go through public consultation will be appraised on the
basis of information provided in the application form and site visits.

To view the full EIA notification of 2006, please refer the
MoEF website (http://envfor.nic.in/)

This newsletter can be viewed at http://www.wbpcb.gov.in/html/newslet.shtml
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Hazardous Waste Management in West Bengal

Each year, thousands of people all around the world are
affected by exposure or accident involving hazardous
waste. Because of the dangers they pose, these wastes
require special handling, treatment and disposal.
Hazardous wastes can be liquids, solids, contained gases,
or sludges. They can be the by-products of manufacturing
processes or simply discarded commercial products.
Hazardous waste, in general, exhibit one of the four
characteristics:

e Ignitability: Ignitable wastes can create fires under
certain conditions, and are spontaneously combustible.
Examples include waste oils and used solvents.

e Corrosivity: Corrosive wastes are acids or bases (pH
less than or equal to 2, or greater than or equal to
12.5) that are capable of corroding metal containers,
such as storage tanks, drums, and barrels. Battery acid
is an example.

e Reactivity: Reactive wastes are unstable under

“normal” conditions. They can cause explosions, toxic
fumes, gases, or vapours when heated, compressed,
or mixed with water. Examples include lithium-
sulphur batteries and explosives.

e Toxicity: Toxic wastes are harmful or fatal when
ingested or absorbed (e.g., containing mercury, lead,
etc.). When toxic wastes are land disposed,
contaminated liquid may leach from the waste and
pollute ground water.

The Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF),
Government of India (Gol) notified the Hazardous Waste
(Management & Handling) Rules in 1989. Thereafter,
the Rules were amended twice in 2000 and 2003.
According to the latest amendment Rules of 2003, the
West Bengal Pollution Control Board has prepared an
inventory of hazardous waste generating industries in
the state of West Bengal. However, such inventory is a
dynamic one depending on the new inclusion or exclusion.

Inventory of hazardous waste generating units in West Bengal

Total units identified

e Incinerable
e Recyclable
e Disposable

Units closed for not complying the
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court

Total hazardous waste generation in West Bengal

620
2,36,000 MTPA (Metric Tones per annum)
3,500 MTPA
1,47,000 MTPA
85,500 MTPA

110

Integrated Hazardous Waste Management Complex at Haldia

In West Bengal, the first Common Storage, Treatment
and Disposal Facility (CSTDF) for hazardous waste under
the Public Private Partnership (PPP) has been developed
at Haldia in East Midnapore district. It is a joint venture
project of Haldia Development Authority (HDA) and
M/s Ramky Enviro Engineers Limited.

In April 2003, the Haldia Development Authority (HDA)
and M/s Ramky Enviro Engineers Limited formed a
joined venture company under the name and style as M/s
West Bengal Waste Management Limited to develop and
operate the integrated waste management facility for

managing the industrial hazardous wastes in West Bengal.
Apart from these, the facility will also deal with biomedical
waste and municipal solid wastes generated within Haldia
Municipality and the adjoining municipalities.

The land for the CSTDF for hazardous waste with an
area of 70.46 acres has been developed at Mouza Purba
Srikrishnapur, J.L. No. 103, P.S. Sutahata, District East
Midnapore. The valuation of the land is Rs.1.52 crores
(actual land acquisition cost @ Rs. 2,15,699 /acre). The
total land requirement is 200 acres for Phases | and 1I.
Out of this, 70.46 acres has been acquired and utilised for
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the development of landfill facility, temporary storage
facility, laboratory and other infrastructure under Phase
I, and installation of incinerator under Phase Il. The life
of the landfill facility is 30 years.

The HDA acquired 70.46 acres of land for the development
of CSTDF for hazardous wastes and ten acres of land for
the approach road. M/s. Ramky Enviro Engineers Ltd.,
Hyderabad had been selected to develop the project along
with HDA on BOOT basis. A Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between HDA and Ramky
Enviro Engineers Ltd. on March 29, 2003 leading to the
formation of a joined venture Company under the name
and style of M/s West Bengal Waste Management Ltd.
The WBPCB issued No-Obijection-Certificate for the
facility on April 28, 2004. After public hearing on July
30, 2004, the Department of Environment, Government
of West Bengal issued environmental clearance on October
18, 2004. Site notification was done by the Government
of West Bengal on October 18, 2004.

The total amount hazardous wastes to be handled at the
site is 1,20,000 tonnes per annum for secured landfilling,
60,000 tonnes per annum for stabilisation and treatment
and 20,000 tonnes per annum for incineration. The
important features related to the operation of the facility
are given below.

0 Temporary storage facility:

After receiving the industrial waste, the waste samples
will be analysed to determine its pathway of
treatment/disposal. Until its mode of disposal (through
fingerprint analysis) is decided, the wastes will be
stored at this facility. Its capacity is three days. Each
waste load will be kept separately to prevent mixing.

Hazardous waste landfill facility

Lechate collection pond

The waste, which will meet the criteria for landfill,
will be sent directly to the landfill site. Those not
found suitable for direct landfill, will be sent for pre-
treatment.

O Treatment Facilities— before landfilling or
incineration:

e Physico Chemical Treatment — for about 60,000
TPA of waste that require pre-treatment before
landfilling or incineration. It includes stabilisation
— immobilization (chemical fixation), encapsulation,
solidification for wastes in the form of liquid, semi-
solids or reactive solids in order to reduce leaching
potential. Chemicals to be used for stabilisation
are cement, lime, bentonite, flyash, saw dust, etc.

* Recovery/recycling — alternative uses for wastes
like gypsum or those having high calorific value.

0 Incinerator features:
It is a rotary kiln with double combustion chamber
with heat recovery system, and provided with full
fledged air pollution control system (scrubber).

0 Other facilities:

e Treatability studies — Laboratory facilities will be
available at the site for carrying out treatability
studies (fingerprint analysis)

e Intractable waste storage — For storage of wastes
that do not meet the criteria for landfill disposal
or treatment or incineration. This intactable wastes
are to be stored until alternate disposal options
are identified. Incompatible wastes will be stored
separately.

e Transportation of waste — The facility operator
will provide specially designed containers to the
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individual hazardous waste generating units for storing
the waste. These containers will be collected by the
operator by means of their vehicles.

e Environmental monitoring in the facility is made
according to the following:

e Ambientair - monthly
e Stack - weekly
e Leachate - fortnightly

e Groundwater - monthly

Financial assistance from the State and Central
Government

As per the pattern of financial assistance, the Government
of India extends 50 per cent as grant; the balance 50 per
cent is met by the State Government and the
implementing agencies. For financial assistance of Rs. 4
crores for the CSTDF at Haldia, the MoEF, Gol would
grant Rs. 2 crores and the State Government would grant
Rs. 2 crores. A Memorandum of Understanding was

Total proposed project
cost for CSTDF at Haldia

Total Rs. (in Crores)

Phase-11

Land & Land Development 7.50

TSDF Components

Weigh Bridge 0.50

Electrical installation 2.00

Crane Mounted/Hooklift Trucks 2.50

Containers 5.25

Landfill 11.00

Buildings 1.00

Other fixed assets 3.00

Laboratory Equipment 2.10

Pre-operative expenses 2.45

Contingencies 1.00

Preliminary Expenses 0.07

Working Capital Margin 0.48

DG Set 0.15 0.35

Incinerator 5.00

Civil Works in Incinerator 9.65
Total 39.00 15.00

Grand Total 54.00

Proposed source of finance for CSTDF at Haldia
Promoters equity Rs. 20 crores
M/s. Ramky Enviro Engineers Ltd. Rs. 10 crores
HDA Rs. 32 lakhs
Others Rs. 32 lakhs
Deposits Rs. 936 lakhs
Grant Rs. 11 crores
MoEF Rs. 2 crores
State Govt. Rs. 2 crores
HDA Rs. 7 crores
Term loans from financial institutions | Rs. 23 crores

signed on January 31, 2006 between MoEF, WBPCB and
M/s West Bengal Waste Management Limited.
Accordingly, both the WBPCB and the MoEF has released
Rs. 80 lakhs each, to the West Bengal Waste Management
Ltd., as the first installment.

Current status

The first cell of the landfill facility with an area of 1.96
acres has already been developed, and since June 2006 the
facility is taking disposable hazardous wastes. The
construction work for installation of the incinerator is
going on. It is expected to accept incinerable wastes within
December 2006. The WBPCB has constituted a committee
comprising of the representatives of the various industry
associations, engineering institutions and State
Environment Department, to review the cost analysis
for the treatment and disposal of hazardous wastes to be
taken by the facility operator of the CSTDF. The
Committee recommended the cost structure, which is
tabulated below.

Proposed cost for treatment and disposal of
one tonne of waste at the Haldia CSTDF

Direct Landfilling Rs. 990/-

Stabilization Rs. 1597/- (Chemical fixation,
encapsulation, solidification, etc.
Prior to disposal into landfill)
Incineration Rs. 18,500/-

Transportation cost as proposed is Rs. 4/km. Hazardous waste
generating industries may transport their hazardous waste to the
facility by their own transport, provided it is authorised by the WBPCB
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WBPCB celebrates World Environment Day 2006

World Environment Day 2006 was celebrated at Paribesh Bhawan

The World Environment Day was first observed by the
United Nations General Assembly in 1972 as an after
math of the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development held in Stockholm, Sweden. From then
on, Environment Day is observed throughout the world
on June 5. The United Nations uses the day to stimulate
awareness about environmental issues, which requires
serious attention by heads of government and public
society at large. Every year, a different theme is chosen
for celebration of World Environment Day.

The theme selected for 2006 is ‘Deserts and Desertification’
and the slogan is ‘Don’t Desert Drylands!” The slogan
emphasises the importance of protecting drylands, which
cover more than 40 per cent of the planet’s surface. This
ecosystem is home to one-third of the world’s people
who are more vulnerable members of the society. The
main international celebrations of the World Environment
Day 2006 was held in Algeria.

The celebrations of World Environment Day 2006 in
West Bengal was held at Paribesh Bhawan, Kolkata on
June 5. Shri Manabendra Mukherjee, Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge, Departments of Cottage & Small-Scale Industries

& Tourism, Government of West Bengal was the Chief
Guest on the occasion. Shri Mohanta Chatterjee, Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge, Departments of Environment, Food
Processing & Horticulture, Government of West Bengal
presided over the function. The following publications
were released on the occasion:

o Contemporary Environmental Issues of West Bengal,

o WBPCB Environmental Campaign: An Update (2005-
2006);

o Activity Report: National Green Corps Programme
in West Bengal;
CD on Air Quality data of semi-automatic (of 2004
and 2005) and automatic (of 2004-2005) monitoring
stations of West Bengal; and

o Brochure on Hon’ble Chief Minister’s desires (related
to WBPCB activities).

On the occasion, a two-day ‘Book Exhibition on
Environment’ was organised in association with British
Council Library, Kolkata. The Book Exhibition was held
within the premises of Paribesh Bhawan, Kolkata. About
one hundred books on environment including WBPCB
publications were displayed at the Exhibition.

Book Exhibition on environment

In West Bengal, World Environment Day was adorned
with colourful activities like sit-and-draw competition
and quiz competition involving children at Netaji
Indoor Stadium, Kolkata. On June 4, children of three
different age-groups between six and 16 years
participated in a sit-and-draw competition, whereas

Activities for schoolchildren

children up to 16 years of age took part in a quiz
competition. These two events, organised in association
with Pashchim Banga Vigyan Mancha (PBVM), were
aimed to generate environmental awareness among
children. Also, at the same ceremony at Netaji Indoor
Stadium, prizes were given to the winners of these
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competitions held this year as well as last year.
Shri Mohanta Chatterjee (Hon'ble Minister-in-charge,
Departments of Environment, Food Processing &
Horticulture, Government of West Bengal) was present
during the prize-distribution ceremony to encourage
the winners. Shri Suvaprasanna, eminent painter, and
Shri Sankar Chakraborty and Shri Satyajit
Chakraborty of PBVM were also present during the
prize-distribution ceremony. In short, the celebrations
of the World Environment Day 2005 in the state
reflected the underlying objective of providing a
clean and safe environment for the future welfare of
our state.

World Environment Day celebration at BITM

Awareness programmes with BITM

Sit and Draw competition for school children

The West Bengal Pollution Control Board, in
association with the Birla Industrial & Technological
Museum - BITM (National Council of Science
Museums) jointly celebrated World Environment Day
on June 3 and 5, 2006 at the BITM campus. These
programmes were designed for children, including
challenged children and those from the underprivileged
sections of the society. Over 1200 children participated
in the events. The inaugural programme was held on
June 4 at the BITM Auditorium. Shri Mohanta
Chatterjee, Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, Departments
of Environment, Food Processing & Horticulture,
Government of West Bengal inaugurated the
programme and encouraged the participants.

Green Festive Guidelines

Controlling water pollution after idol immersion

All Municipal Corporations, Municipalities and
Panchayats are directed to ensure cleaning of waterbodies
situated within their jurisdictions after idol immersion.
The authorities are at liberty to collect suitable costs from
the Puja organisers for such cleaning. Both Kolkata and
West Bengal Police are requested to ensure cleaning of
waterbodies after the immersion. The following guidelines
are circulated among the Puja Organizers for effective
compliance:

1. The offerings like flowers and leaves may be collected
in separate containers or in pits for composting. Plastic
carry bags with Puja offerings must never be thrown
in waterbodies.

2. Areas may be earmarked for immersion and such
other activities to prevent indiscriminate disposal and
to help retrieval of recoverable materials.

3. Immersion of idols to River Ganga should take place
in accordance with the schedule fixed up by the Police
authorities or by the District authorities, as the case
may be;

4, Within 24 hours of idol immersion, the remains of

the idols, accumulated debris, straw/jute strings and
all other waste materials related to the immersion of
idols must be removed from the river and are to be
transported to the solid waste dumping sites of the
local Municipal Corporation/Municipality for ultimate
disposal, unless the same is collected by idol makers
or others for recycling.
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5. Local Police Station shall ensure the removal,
transportation and disposal of the remains of the idol
and other waste materials with active cooperation of
local bodies, and disposal of waste materials to be
carried out by the local Municipal Corporation/
Municipality.

6. Under no circumstances, the removed waste materials
must be burnt or disposed of in a manner other than
the pre-mentioned way. Person(s) intending to reuse
the remains of the idols/structure of the idols are free
to lift the same from the river and its bed and they
may be encouraged to do the same immediately after
idol immersion by the police and local authority.

Combating Noise Pollution

Continued exposure to noise damages hearing. The louder
the noise, the less time it takes to cause hearing loss. Cells
of the inner ear are destroyed, and hearing deteriorates
each time we are exposed to prolonged intense sound.
The cells do not regenerate: noise-induced hearing loss
is irreversible and incurable. Following a few steps would
help to lower the decibel level:

0 Honking around hospitals, educational institutions
and courts must be avoided.

[0 Anarea of 100 metres surrounding Raj Bhavan, Kolkata
is declared as ‘Silence Zone’, which must be maintained.

0 Loudspeakers must not be used after 10 at night and
before 6 in the morning.

[0 Air horns should not be used under any circumstances
- sale/storage of the same is prohibited by law.

00 Tranquility of the forest areas must be maintained:
Microphones/loudspeakers should not be used in
Sundarbans or other forest areas of West Bengal.

0 Manufacture, sale and bursting of firecrackers
(Chocolate Bomb, Chain Crackers, Loose Crackers,
Kali Patka, Dhani Patka, Dodoma, Seven Shots, Rocket
Bomb and similar noise-making fireworks by any
other name) generating noise level more than 90dB(Al)
at 5m from the point of bursting is banned.

0 Use of Diesel Generator set(s) of capacity 5SKVA and
above must be accompanied with acoustic enclosures.

[0 Loudspeakers can be used only when amplifier(s) are
attached to sound limiter(s). This would help restrict
the sound level to 65 dB(A). Sound limiters are available
at Webel Mediatronics Ltd., P-1 Taratolla Road,
Kolkata — 700 088. Phone: +91 33 2401 5602 / 7699.

Preventing Plastic Perils

Plastic carry bags, when disposed of, harm our
environment. Plastic waste causes water logging, animal
death, land slide and prevents recharge of our valuable

underground water. The restrictions related to plastic
carry bags must be strictly followed:

o No plastic carry bags having less than 20-micron (20-
micron equivalent to 0.2 mm) thickness, can be
manufactured, stored, sold and/or used.

o Carry bags made from recycled plastic would have to
be coloured, specially marked and should not be used
for carrying foodstuff.

o No carry bags whose dimensions are less than 8 inches
X 12 inches (20 X 30 cms) can be manufactured, stored,
distributed or used.

o Use of plastic carry bags, cups and containers less than
four inches in height and 40 microns in thickness have
been banned in most government buildings in West
Bengal including Writers’ Building, Kolkata.

o Plastic waste must not be burned - it is severely
harmful to human health.

e Refrain from carrying plastic bags in ecologically
fragile areas where exists a blanket ban: Sundarbans,
Forest areas, Coastal Regulation Zone areas (Sankarpur,
Frazerganj, Sagar, Bakkhali etc), entire Darjeeling
district, entire Siliguri Subdivision and the area under
Siliguri Municipal Corporation lying in Jalpaiguri
District.

Plastic carry bags are totally banned in the

following 39 heritage/ tourist sites:

1. Indian Botanic Garden | 22. Soakhal Energy Park

2. Zoological Garden (Hooghly),

3. Subhas Sarobar 23. Energy Education Park

4. Rabindra Sarobar 24. Strand Road

5. Victoria Memorial Hall (including Church

6. National Library Road, Chandannagar,

7. Bandel Church Hooghly)

8. Belurmath 25. Chhuti Amusement

9. Hazarduari Palace Park (Chandannagar,
10. Millennium Park Hooghly)

11. Science City Complex | 26.
12. Nicco Park

KMDA Park (Chandan-
nagar, Hooghly)

13. Nalban Boating 27. Banabitan (Salt Lake)
Complex 28. Citizen Park

14. Swabhumi 29. Deshyapriya Park

15. Indian Museum 30. Paddapukur

16. Birla Planetarium (Lansdowne, Kolkata)

17. Eden Garden 31. Allen Park

18. Nehru Children’s 32. Macpherson Square
Museum 33. Victoria Park

19. Birla Industrial and 34. Leonard Square

Technological Museum | 35. College Square
20. Barrackpore Gandhi 36. Hedua

Ghat 37. Deshbandhu Park
21. New Digha Paryatan 38. Shradhanand Park
Kendra, (Hooghly) 39. Talla Park.
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Noise Monitoring during Durga Puja 2006

In order to receive noise pollution related complaints
during Durga Puja, a Central Control Room was set up
at Paribesh Bhawan, Salt Lake. Other Control Rooms
were also set up at the WBPCB Regional Offices located

throughout the state. Moreover, several monitoring teams
moved around various places in Kolkata, Howrah and
other district towns to monitor the noise levels during
Durga Puja 2006.
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West Bengal ENVIS Centre inaugurated

A new web portal (www.enviswb.gov.in) of the West
Bengal ENVIS (Environmental Information System)
centre was inaugurated on May 29, 2006 at the Regional
Office of the West Bengal Pollution Control Board
(WBPCB) housed at Camac Street. Shri Mohanta
Chatterjee (Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, Departments of
Environment, Food Processing & Horticulture,
Government of West Bengal) inaugurated the ENVIS
centre. Shri D. Mukhopadhyay (Director, MoEF), Shri
G. D. Gautama (Principal Secretary, Departments of
Information Technology & Environment, Government
of West Bengal), Prof. S. K. Banerjee (Chairman, WBPCB)
and Shri S. K. Gupta (the-then Member Secretary,
WBPCB) were present on the occasion.

This portal is dynamic with content management
software. It has dedicated pages for the West Bengal
Biodiversity Board, Institute of Environmental Studies
& Wetland Management and East Kolkata Wetland
Management Authority. It will also have links with the

websites of the WBPCB, MoEF and other ENVIS Centres.
This will ensure the immediate objectives of the ENVIS
programme.

The MoEF envisaged the establishment of the ENVIS
centres in collaboration with the State Governments
across the country to link up available data on issues
related to environment, with the key objectives of:

e Creation of a website on environment;

« ldentification of information/data gaps in the specified
subjects areas and to take action to fill these gaps;

o Creation of database on environmental issues to be
put on the website;

e Contribution of news items for ENVIS newsletter on
monthly basis;

e To establish and operate a distributed clearinghouse
to answer and channel queries related to the allocated
subjects; and

e To establish linkage with information user, carriers
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o To establish linkage with information user, carriers
and providers from among government, academia,
business and NGOs.

A synopsis of the future plan of the West Bengal ENVIS

Centre is given below.

o Creation of digitized library and data bank: The
findings of environmental research projects will be
preserved in a digitalized form for the future. The
stakeholders (universities, research institutes and

others) may access such data through the internet.

o Regular updating of data in the web portal by a
dedicated team. The department will closely supervise
this operation.

o Project Assistance: Funding of projects to identify
data gaps and knowledge gaps leading to providing
inputs in making policy decisions.

o Publication: Publication of literature of topical subjects
related to different subject areas of environment.

Guidelines for ceremonial houses

The West Bengal Pollution Control Board has directed
all municipalities to oversee that at the time of issuing
trade license to any ceremonial house, certain
environmental conditions need to be imposed. In case
of violation, the trade license may be withdrawn and
such ceremony house should not be allowed to undertake
any further social functions. A brief profile of the
guidelines are given below:

o No loudspeaker/microphone/sound blowing system
should be fitted in any uncovered area or outside
the premises;

o Sound system should be fitted in completely covered
area within the concerned premises and noise level
should be maintained in such a manner that no
sound may travel outside the covered area of the
premises;

o Sound system should only be used from 8:00 a.m.
to 10:00 p.m. on the day of the occasion;

o No fireworks of any kind should be used within
the covered or uncovered area or outside the
premises concerned before 5 p.m. and after 10 p.m.
Use of noise making fireworks is totally
prohibited;

o Generator sets must be placed and fitted in a fully
covered area only with adequate pollution control
system so that the smoke and noise do not disturb
the environment of the locality; and

o The waste material shall be accumulated in an
environmentally safe and decent manner within the
boundary of the premises concerned, and shall be
disposed of properly within 12 hours after completion
of the ceremony.

International Day for Biological Diversity

International Bio-diversity Day celebrated at Paribesh Bhawan

The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed May
22nd as the International Day for Biological Diversity for
enhancing understanding and awareness regarding
biodiversity issues on a global scale. As part of the global
celebrations this year, the West Bengal Biodiversity Board

arranged a Seminar on that day titled “Biodiversity of
West Bengal: Conservation and Documentation” to mark
the special occasion and give emphasis to the recent
initiatives of documenting and conserving our rich natural
heritage.

The Seminar held at the Paribesh Bhavan was inaugurated
by Shri Mohanta Chatterjee (Hon’ble Minister-in-charge,
Departments of Environment, Food Processing &
Horticulture, Government of West Bengal) and chaired
by Prof. A. K. Sharma (Chairman, West Bengal
Biodiversity Board). The technical sessions included
invited lectures by experts on various aspects of
biodiversity documentation and conservation. The seminar
was attended by more than 150 participants from different
universities, colleges, schools, government departments,
institutes and NGOs.
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West Bengal Biological Diversity Rules, 2005

In exercise of the power conferred by section 63 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the West Bengal Biological
Diversity Rules, 2005 has come into effect vide Notification of Government of West Bengal
(No. EN/136/T-H-7/C05/2004 dated 27th January 2006). Accordingly, the restrictions on usage of
biological resources of the state have come under legal purview.

National Environment Policy

The Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government  resource. The principal objectives of this policy is
of India has released the National Environment Policy  enumerated below:

(NEP). The NEP is intended to be a guide to action in e Conservation and critical environmental resources;
regulatory reform, programmes and projects for e Inter-generational equity: livelihood security for the
environmental conservation; and review and enactment poor;

of legislation, by agencies of the Central, State and local e Inter-generational equity of environmental resources;
Governments. The dominant theme of this policy isthat e Integration of environmental concerns in economic
while conservation of environmental resources is necessary and social development;

to secure livelihoods and well-being of all, the most secure  « Efficiency in environmental resource use;

basis for conservation is to ensure that people dependent e Environmental governance; and

on particular resources obtain better livelihoods from e Enhancement of resources for environmental
the fact of conservation, than from degradation of the conservation.

Blood Donation Ceremony

The West Bengal Pollution Control Board Employees’
Recreation Club organised a blood donation ceremony at the
premises of Paribesh Bhaban, Salt Lake on September 20, 2006.
This event was organised to pay tribute to the departed souls
of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster. As evident, the need of blood
is great today. Through this blood donation ceremony, the
WBPCB Employees’ Recreation Club have made an attempt
to provide a helping hand for those who are fighting with some
disease and need blood urgently.

Shri Benoy Krishna Biswas (Hon’ble Minister-in-charge,
Department of Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation), Shri Manohar
Tirkey (Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, Public Works Department)
and Shri Mohanta Chatterjee (Hon’ble Minister-in-charge,
Departments of Environment, Food Processing & Horticulture)
of the Government of West Bengal were present on the occasion
to give enthusiasm to the blood donors. As many as 48 donors
including the employees of the Board donated blood to mark
the event.

Hon’ble Environment Minister giving enthusiasm to
the blood donors
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