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The WBPCB is acting as the
facilitator for setting up a
Common Treatment, Storage
& Disposal Facility (CTSDF)
for hazardous waste at Haldia
u n d e r  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e
partnership. A joint venture
company was formed for
operating the facility - the only
one in eastern India – for
catering to the hazardous
wastes generating units of
the state. To develop this
facil i ty, the Ministry of
Environment & Forests
(Government of India) and
the WBPCB (on behalf of the
Government of West Bengal)
is contributing financial
assistance amounting to
Rs. 2 crores each.

Integrated Hazardous
Waste Management
Complex at Haldia

The first attempt in India as a role model, the WBPCB
has applied ‘Information Technology’ for implementation
of interlocking device between the rotary kiln and
electrostatic precipitator of the highly polluting sponge
iron units of West Bengal. If any attempt is made to
bypass the air pollution control device(s) during operation
of these units, the Environmental Compliance
Management & Control System (ECMCS),  as it is called,
would stop the feeding by conveyor belt to the kiln. The
ECMCS has so far been implemented in 45 sponge iron
units of the state.

Environmental compliance through electronic
monitoring of sponge iron industries

WBPCB-ICEF Project on “Pollution prevention and waste minimisation
of small-scale industrial units in Kolkata Metropolis Area”

The WBPCB is implementing a bilateral
project along with the India-Canada
Environment Facility (ICEF), New Delhi and
is providing financial assistance to small
industries in Kolkata Metropolitan Area for
conversion of their coal fired small boilers
and ceramic kilns to cleaner fuel (oil or gas),
so that they can comply with the stricter
par t icu late emission standard of

150mg/Nm3. So far, 290 small boilers and 32 ceramic kilns have been
converted to cleaner fuel. The fuel conversion has reduced 98 per cent of
particulate emission and 32,200 ton /annum of CO2 emission. A unique
showcase model for combating black-smoke emitting chimneys, this project
has been publicised in all State Pollution Control Boards in India.



Three electro-magnetic display (EMD) boards
at: (i) northwestern corner of Laldighi at BBD
Bag, (ii) Chingrighata Crossing and (iii)
Esplanade Crossing installed by the WBPCB
are operative for displaying information on
air pollution levels of Kolkata as well as
important messages related to environment.
The EMD at BBD Bag was set up in
collaboration with the Gail (India) Limited,
where the latter funded Rs 20 lakhs. The
WBPCB funded the installation of  the EMDs
at Esplanade and Chingrighata.

In order to improve the
environment in and around
Beliaghata Canal, the  WBPCB
is funding this Rs.73-lakh-project,
which is being implemented by
t h e  K o l k a t a  M u n i c i p a l
Corporation. Shri Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of  West Bengal
inaugurated the project on
August 15, 2005 at Khalpol More,
Beliaghata. The project involves
fencing and plantation along a
10-km-stretch on either side
(both east and west) of the
Beliaghata canal between
Mainktala Main Road and
Eastern Metropolitan Bypass.
Species like Mahogany, Chhatim,
Bokul, Sisoo, Neem, Spathodia,
Nagalingam and fruit-bearing
trees like guava, mango and
blackberry have been planted
that would attract birds and
therefore help arrest dust and
smoke. The implementation of
the project is under process.

The WBPCB is acting as the facilitator for setting up Common Treatment and
Disposal Facilities (CTDF) for biomedical waste in the state. Four such CTDFs
are owned by private operators: Howrah, Kalyani and Asansol (capacity 30,000
beds/day each) and Haldia (capacity 10,000 beds/day). Also, two CTDFs are
being operated under the West Bengal Health System Development Project at
Kalyani (J.N.M. Hospital) and Diamond Harbour (Sub Divisional Hospital) for
catering to the health care units located in their respective areas.

Biomedical Waste Management in West Bengal

EMD Boards for displaying environmental information

Environmental Improvement
Project in the East-West side
of Beliaghata Canal

The Environment Management Information System
(EMIS) is the Boards’ e-governance interface. It
caters to the generic regulatory need and builds a
virtual bridge between the citizens (end-users) and
the Board. The system enables the entrepreneurs
to put up their environmental clearance applications
and people/organisations to register pollution-related
complaints through the internet, and also monitor
the status of such applications. During 2005-2006,
the Board has received 20881 ‘Consent to Establish’
and 10695 ‘Consent to Operate’ applications through
EMIS.

Environment Management Information System



Rajya Paribesh Mela 2006Rajya Paribesh Mela 2006

The WBPCB, in collaboration with Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and Industry
organised Rajya Paribesh Mela 2006 at Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Kolkata from February 22
to 26. Organised for the second year in a row with an objective to build an environment-
conscious society, the fair drew abundant public enthusiasm. As many as 105 such
organisations (including government departments, private companies, laboratories, schools,
colleges, NGOs and others) participated in the fair. The main features of Rajya Paribesh
Mela 2006 included displays of pollution control facilities, environment-related products,
eco-friendly devices, pollution control equipment, laboratory facilities, models, books and
cultural programmes on environment. Several dignitaries, school students, academicians
and many others visited the fair.

As a flag-off event to Rajya Paribesh Mela, a “Run for a Cleaner Environment”
was organised on February 19, 2006. The WBPCB organised this 11-km Run
in association with Department of Sports, Government of West Bengal and
Sports’ Associations and Councils. The Run started off at Esplanade Crossing
and ended at Yuba Bharati Krirangan. Various dignitaries were present during
the flag-off ceremony of the Run. A total of 1500 people (including sports persons,
schools, NGOs, general public) were part of this Run. The first ten winners were
awarded with prize money, event plaques, trophies and flower bouquets.

Run for a Cleaner Environment

The WBPCB has undertaken this Rs.52-lakh-project for the overall restoration and
beautification of the area in and around the waterbody (measuring one acre) located
within the campus of West Bengal Housing Directorate at Narkeldanga (Ward No.
29). The project includes cleaning of the hyacinth-filled waterbody, plantation along
the periphery pathway of the waterbody, using the waterbody for sporting activities
and recreational facilities with proper lighting arrangements. This project is on the
verge of completion.

Environmental Development Project in and around waterbody at Narkeldanga

Before

After



The eco-club student members of 2862 schools belonging to the ‘National Green Corps’
programme (a Government-of-India initiative aimed at generating environmental awareness
among children) of West Bengal had participated in different individual and group level
competitions on the theme “Water for Life”. The toppers of these competitions were taken
for a nature study camp at Mungpoo. The WBPCB in collaboration with Paschim Banga
Vigyan Mancha organised this nature camp at Mungpoo from November 7 to 10, 2006. A
total number of 45 students and 31 teachers-in-charge from the various districts of West
Bengal participated in the camp with great enthusiasm. Also, students of some schools of
the hilly areas participated in unique cultural programmes and tableaux on environment.

On June 5, 2006, the Board celebrated World Environment
Day at Paribesh Bhawan (Salt Lake) and other regional
offices. The United Nations theme selected for 2006 was
‘Deserts and Desertification’ and the slogan was ‘Don’t
Desert Drylands!’ Various dignitaries were present at the
inaugural programme at Paribesh Bhawan, where three
publications, a CD and a brochure were released. On
June 5-6, 2005, a two-day 'Book Exhibition on Environment'
was organised in association with British Council
Library at Paribesh Bhawan. On June 3 and 5, 2006, the
WBPCB, in association with the Birla Industrial &
Technological Museum (BITM) celebrated World
Environment Day at the BITM campus. These programmes
were meant for children, including challenged children
and those from the underprivileged sections of the society.
On June 4, 2006, a sit-and-draw competition and quiz
competition involving school children were organised at
Netaji Indoor Stadium (Kolkata).

World Environment Day 2006

In order to receive environment-related public complaints during the
festive days (Durga Puja, Kali Puja and Diwali) in 2006, a Central Control
Room was set up at Paribesh Bhawan and other regional offices. Several
monitoring teams of the WBPCB patrolled Kolkata, Howrah and other
major towns to monitor the noise levels. Initiatives were taken to redress
public problems (related to noise pollution) through the functioning of a
nodal network between the WBPCB and the Police department. About
10,000 banners carrying important messages were put up at prime
locations. Four ad-documentaries on environment were made available
for public viewing in television channels. The WBPCB also made appeals
to 19,000 puja organisers to comply to the environmental norms during
the Pujas.

Awareness generation during festivals

Nature Study Camp at Mungpoo

Due to continuous persuasion of the WBPCB, awareness amongst
the municipalities and Puja Committees pertaining to compliance of
idol immersion norms has increased. During 2006, it was found that
almost all municipalities had earmarked the areas for immersion to
prevent indiscriminate disposal and to help retrieval of recoverable
materials. Thereafter, the municipalities had accumulated waste
materials (remains of the idols, debris, straw/jute strings), removed
the same from the river or waterbody (for those municipalities situated
away from rivers), transported the solid waste to the dumping sites
for ultimate disposal and reused some in vegetable colour making.

Compliance of Idol Immersion Norms



Rainwater harvesting (RWH) is a practice
that the WBPCB has been promoting for a
long time. The Board have implemented
RWH projects in Paribesh Bhaban (Salt Lake
and Siliguri), Bidhannagar Municipal Complex
(Poura Bhawan) and Bidhannagar College.
In collaboration with various executive
agencies, RWH projects are also being
implemented in 60 schools in the districts of
Bankura (12), Purulia (14), Birbhum (13),
Darjeeling and Kolkata. These RWH systems
provide 10,000 litres of water for drinking
and sanitation.

Rainwater Harvesting System installed

The WBPCB Employees’ Recreation Club organised a blood donation ceremony at
the premises of Paribesh Bhawan on September 20, 2006. This event was organised
to pay tribute to the departed souls of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster. Various dignitaries
were present on the occasion to give enthusiasm to the blood donors. As many as
48 donors including the employees of the Board donated blood to mark the event.

Blood Donation Ceremony

The Right to Information Act, 2005 confers the right to information for
citizens to secure access to information under the control of public
authorities in order to promote transparency and accountability in the
working of every public authority. In order to see that the Right to
Information Act is implemented both in letter and spirit, the WBPCB has
made arrangements as per the guidelines of the Act. As per Clause 5
(1) of the Act, the WBPCB has a State Public Information Officer who
may be contacted for any information related to the Board’s mandates
and activities.

Implementation of Right to Information Act 2005

An Environmental Guidebook titled ‘Paribesh Nirdeshika’ was compiled for the ‘Environment & Public Health Committee’
of the Panchayats of the state. The Guidebook was circulated among the representatives of the Committee. ‘Paribesh
Nirdeshika’ provides a brief  account of the environmental Acts and Rules applicable for the Panchayats, relevant sections
(related to environment) of the West Bengal Panchayat Act, 1973 an overview of the environmental restrictions imposed
by the WBPCB from time to time.

Paribesh Nirdeshika (Environmental Guidebook for Panchayats)

As per the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess
Act, 1977, the WBPCB assessed and collected water cess
from the different industrial units and local bodies, which got
duly deposited to the consolidated fund of the Government
of India (GoI). As per the record available during 2004-2005,
the WBPCB remitted highest amount of water cess to the
to the consolidated fund of the GoI.

Collection of Water Cess Consent Administration at the WBPCB

According to the provisions of the relevant environmental Acts
and Rules, any industry, operation, process or extension/addition,
which is likely to cause enviromental pollution will have to obtain
consent of the State Pollution Control Board. During 2005-2006,
the WBPCB has processed 1446 applications for ‘Consent to
Establish’ and 4688 applications for ‘Consent to Operate’.



2005
● CD on Air Quality Data of the Automatic Air

Quality Stations operating in West Bengal
● Air Quality Status of West Bengal: A State

of Environment Report 2004
● Report of the Committee on Improvement

of the Environment of Victoria Memorial Hall,
Kolkata

● The Manual on Environmental Protection
(Volume I and Volume II)

● Best Eco-Club Diaries: An Excerpt (2003-
2004)

● West Bengal Environmental Campaign: An
Update (2004-2005)

● Paribesh Mela 2005 Guide Book

2006
● CD on Air Quality Data of the Automatic Air

Quality Stations operating in West Bengal
● The Manual on Environmental Protection -

Volumes I & II
● Air Quality Status of West Bengal: A State

of Environment Report 2004
● Best Eco-Club Diaries: An Excerpt (2003-

2004)
● Report of the Committee on Improvement

of the Environment of Victoria Memorial Hall,
Kolkata

● West Bengal Environmental Campaign: An
Update (2004 – 2005)

● Rajya Paribesh Mela 2006 Guide Book
● Environment Protection Laws

Publications of the Board

❖ “Measurements of inhalable particles, <10 µm (PM10) and Total Suspended Particulates (TSP) concentrations
along the north-south corridor in Kolkata, India”; Subhankar Naga, A. K. Guptab, U. K. Mukhopadhyaya; West Bengal
Pollution Control Boarda, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpurb; Journal of Environmental Science and Health,
Part A, 41:1-15, 2006

● “Prediction of the Removal Efficiency of a Novel Two-Stage Hybrid Scrubber for Flue Gas Desulfurization”; Amitava
Bandyopadhyaya, Manindra Nath Biswasb; West Bengal Pollution Control Boarda, Indian Institute of Technology,
Kharagpurb; Chemical Engineering & Technology. 29. No. 1. pp. 130-145, 2006; published from Germany.

● “Particulate Scrubbing in a Novel Two-Stage Hybrid Scrubber”; Amitava Bandyopadhyaya, Manindra Nath Biswasb;
West Bengal Pollution Control Boarda, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpurb; American Institute of Chemical
Engineers [AIChE] Journal. Vol. 52. No. 2. pp. 850-854. February 2006; published from USA.

● “Fly-Ash Scrubbing in a Tapered Bubble Column Scrubber”; Amitava Bandyopadhyaya, Manindra Nath Biswasb;
West Bengal Pollution Control Boarda, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpurb; Trans. IChemE Part-B. Process
Safety and Environmental Protection – 84(B1). pp. 54-62. 2006; Official Journal of the European Federation of
Chemical Engineering; published from UK.

● “A techno-economic feasibility study on removal of persistent colour and COD from anaerobically digested distillery
effluent: a case study from India”; A. K. Dikshita, Dhiman Chakrabortyb; Centre for Environmental Studies and
Engineering, Mumbaia, West Bengal Pollution Control Boardb, Clean Techn Environ Policy DOI 10.1007/s10098-
006-0058-3, July 2006; available online on www.springer.com (Springer).

Contributions of research articles by Board’s officials in international publications
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