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As one of the landmark environmental notifications ever passed in the
state, the West Bengal Government promulgated the East Kolkata Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Ordinance in November 2005 to safeguard
the 12,500 hectares fragile wetlands located in the eastern fringes of the
city of Kolkata. For its enforcement, a 19-member ‘East Kolkata Wetlands
Management Authority’ has been set up, which is aimed at the proper
management and conservation of these wetlands. In addition, the state
government is planning to set up a “Nature and Wetland Interpretation
Centre” in the wetland zone to increase public awareness and conduct
research. The East Kolkata wetlands, which are rich in bio-diversity was
recognised as an “international site of ecological importance” under the
Ramsar Convention in 2002.

Within the timeframe in question, another major happening that deserves
special mention is the Environmental Excellence Award 2005: thanks to
the West Bengal Cleaner Production Centre, a collaborative effort of the
West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Indian Chamber of Commerce and
National Cleaner Production Centre, New Delhi. For the fourth consecutive
year, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, the Hon’ble Chief Minister, conferred
the Environmental Excellence Award to acknowledge the industries and
organisations who have moved on the pathway of ‘beyond environmental
compliance’. For the year 2005, awards were given to three industries, one
local body and three non-governmental organisations (NGOs). In addition,
certificates of appreciation were given to one industry, three local bodies
and three NGOs. As many as 15 municipalities, 17 industries and 25 NGOs
participated in this Award programme. Selection Committees appointed
for the purpose shortlisted the ‘best performers’. The selection procedure
revealed that industries and local bodies (like municipal authorities) have
taken effective steps to control pollution, whereas NGOs have adopted
innovative approaches to protect the environment. The Award programme,
therefore, helped to identify those who have gone beyond their regular
compliance functions to delve into a deeper perspective of environmental
guardianship in the state.
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On November 14, 2005, the Government of West
Bengal announced the East Kolkata Wetlands
(Conservation and Maintenance) Ordinance. This
mandate clearly outlines the land-use pattern in the
12,500-hectare area of the fragile wetlands located on
the eastern fringes of Kolkata. The Ordinance is being
enforced by an Authority, chaired by the Chief
Secretary, to put a ban on conversion of the land
character. The 19-member ‘East Kolkata Wetlands
Management Authority’ has Environment Secretary
as the Member Secretary, and comprises the secretaries
of the relevant departments of the government;
Chairman, WBPCB; Member Secretary, WBPCB;
Chief Executive Officer, KMDA Commissioner, KMC;
District Magistrate, 24 Pgns (N) and District Magistrate,
24 Pgns (S). Moreover, three representatives of the
NGO sector and one representative of the Institute of
Environmental Studies and Wetland Management,
Kolkata are the members of the Authority. Soon after
the Ordinance was announced, the need for a “legal
framework” to conserve the ecosystem on the Ramsar
list of wetlands was deemed necessary. Accordingly,
the Ordinance affirms that the state government can
frame Rules by means of a notification in order to
carry out its purposes.

Further, in order to preserve this resource-recovery
system of the East Kolkata Wetlands (EKW), the state
government has decided to establish a ‘Nature and
Wetland Interpretation Centre’ (NWIC) at Bantala,
in the core of the EKW. The purpose is to generate
awareness about the value of wetlands, with a
concomitant action for the improvement of livelihood
of the people of the area. Interpretation is a learning
experience and therefore for a better appreciation of
the nature and wetland of the EKW, its complexities
and nuances, the establishment of the Centre holds
importance.

The ‘Resource Recovery System’ of the East Kolkata
Wetlands, world-renowned as a model of a multiple-
use wetland, developed by local people through the
ages, have saved the megacity of Kolkata from the
costs of constructing and maintaining wastewater
treatment plants through ages. The various recognised
landuses include substantially waterbody-oriented area,
productive farming, agriculture, rural and urban
settlements, of which the waterbody comprise of
about 5000 hectares. It is a unique example of a man-
made and man-managed wetland, in which the
untreated sewage of Kolkata is utilised extensively for
fisheries.

The wetlands form an urban facility for treating the
city's waste water and utilising the treated water for
pisciculture and agriculture, through the recovery of
nutrients in an efficient manner - the water flows
through fish ponds covering about 4,000 ha, and the
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East Kolkata wetlands : The natural sink of our city
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ponds act as solar reactors and complete most of their
bio-chemical reactions with the help of solar energy.
The wetland provides about 150 tons of fresh vegetables
daily, as well as some 10,500 tons of table fish per year,
the latter providing livelihoods for about 50,000 people
directly and as many again indirectly. The fish ponds
are mostly operated by worker cooperatives, in some
cases in legal associations and in others in cooperative
groups.

Given the uniqueness of the area, on August 19, 2002,
the Ramsar Bureau had declared the East Kolkata
Wetlands (Ramsar site no. 1208) as a Ramsar Site or
as a “wetland of international importance”. The
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971), which
was ratified by India in 1981, provides the framework
for national action and international cooperation for
the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands and
their resources.
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Functions of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority
a) To demarcate the boundaries of the East Kolkata

wetlands on the field as shown in the map in Schedule
II of the Ordinance;

b) To take measures to stop, undo and prevent any
unauthorised development project in, or unauthorised
use of, or unauthorised act on, the East Kolkata
wetlands;

c) To take measures to abate pollution in the East
Kolkata wetlands and conserve the flora, fauna and
biodiversity in general;

d) To prepare action plans conforming to the resolutions
taken and recommendations made from time to time
under the Ramsar Convention and to update the
land use maps of the East Kolkata wetlands;

e) To implement and monitor the activities specified
in the action plans;

f) To promote research and disseminate findings of
such research among the stakeholders;

g) To raise awareness about the utility of the wetlands
in general and the East

Kolkata wetlands in particular;
h) To promote basic conservation principles like sewage

fed pisciculture and eco-tourism in the East Kolkata
wetlands;

i) To enforce land use control in the substantially water
body oriented areas and other areas in the East
Kolkata wetlands;

j) To detect changes of ecological character and in land
use in the East Kolkata wetlands;

k) To establish network with other Ramsar sites in
India;

l) To conduct inquiry or scientific study for any purpose
of this Ordinance;

m) To constitute expert committee for any purpose of
this Ordinance;

n) To enter any land or premises, include to collect
samples of air, water soil and other biological
resources, for any purpose of this Ordinance; and

o) To call for relevant records and documents and
information from any

The West Bengal Pollution Board bids farewell to
Dr. S. K. Sarkar, who had joined on July 2, 2003 and
completed his tenure at the Board on December 7,
2005. Dr. Sarkar is currently appointed as the Director,
Regulatory Studies and Governance Division, the
Energy and Resources Institute, New Delhi. His tenure
with the Board saw the enhancement of the
Environmental Campaign with a stress on issues related
to plastic carry bags, noise pollution and various steps
related to vehicular pollution, management of East
Kolkata Wetlands and stakeholders’ participation in
environmental management.

The Board bids farewell to previous Member Secretary

Dr. S.K. Banerjee, Chairman of the Board hands over a memento to
Dr. S.K. Sarkar on the occasion of his farewell
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On the occasion of the Environment Excellence Award
2005, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, Hon’ble Chief
Minister, released a book titled ‘Environment Protection
Laws’. The West Bengal Pollution Control Board has

published this book. This WBPCB publication, aimed at
those engaged in activities related to environmental
protection, presents a comprehensive documentation of
the environmental legislation of the state of West Bengal.

Book on Environmental Law released

On December 28, 2005, Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal, conferred the
Environment Excellence Award 2005 at a ceremony held
at the Oberoi Grand, Kolkata. Shri Manabendra
Mukherjee, Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, Departments of
Information Technology & Environment, Government
of West Bengal was also present on the occasion. This
year’s Awards were bestowed upon three industries, one
local body and three non-governmental organisations
(NGOs). In addition, certificates of appreciation were
given to one industry, three local bodies and three NGOs.

The advent of the Environment Excellence Award dates
back to November 2000 when a partnership was forged
between the West Bengal Pollution Control Board
(WBPCB), the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and
the National Cleaner Production Centre (NCPC), New
Delhi to constitute the West Bengal Cleaner Production
Centre (WBCPC) in Kolkata. The Environment
Excellence Award for the year 2005 was announced for
four categories, namely large and medium-scale industry,
small-scale industry, local bodies and NGOs. On August
25, 2005, the Award was declared for the above categories
through newspaper insertions inviting applications from

the concerned sectors. The details regarding the
application procedure and the application forms were
posted at the WBPCB website (www.wbpcb.gov.in) and
ICC website (www.indianchamber.org/environment).
The last date of submission of completed applications
was September 15, 2005.

Four separate Jury Committees, comprising eminent
persons in the field of environment, shortlisted the
applications based on well-developed qualifying
criteria. In the industry sector, applications were received
from the large and medium-scale industries, but none
from the small-scale sector. After primary screening, the
environmental performance of applicants belonging to
three sectors were assessed through extensive site visits
and interaction with the stakeholders. The industries/
organisations who had received the Award in the previous
years were not considered this year.

Industry sector:

First: M/s. UAL Bengal
Second: M/s. Exide Industries Ltd.
Third: M/s. Indian Oil Corporation Ltd.
Certificate of Appreciation: M/s Coca Cola Beverages
Pvt. Ltd.

Local bodies Sector:

Kalyani Municipality
Certificates of Appreciation: Kanchrapara Municipality,
24 Pgns (N) & Bhadreswar Municipality, Hooghly

NGO Sector:

First: Agradut Polly Unnayan Samity, Howrah
Second: Birati Mahajati Vidyamandir (H.S.), 24 Pgns (N)
Third: Angina Birds and Environment Protection Samity,
Dakshin Dinajpur
Certificates of Appreciation: Bijnan Chetana Forum, 24
Pgns (N);  Bivisonpur Three Star Club, Purba Medinipur
& Akabpur Sammelani, Bardhaman

ENVIRONMENT EXCELLENCE AWARD 2005: THE WINNERS

Environment Excellence Award 2005
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The Hon’ble Chief Minister confers the prestigious Award
to a recipient of the industry sector




