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Industrial development is an important
constituent in our pursuits for economic
growth, employment generation and
betterment in the quality of life. On the
other hand, industrial activities, without
proper precautionary measures for
environmental protection are known to cause
pollution and associated problems. Hence,
it is necessary to comply with the regulatory
norms for prevention and control of
pollution. As per the provisions of the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974 and the Air (Prevention and Control
of  Pollution) Act, 1981, any industry, operation
or process or an extension and addition thereto,
which is likely to discharge sewerage or trade
effluent into the environment or likely to emit
any air pollution into the atmosphere will have
to obtain consent from the State Pollution
Control Board. The West Bengal Pollution
Control Board (WBPCB) is aimed to reduce
industrial emission or effluent generation or any
other form of  pollution, and to control the

INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIALINDUSTRIALINDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL
POLLUTION CONTROLPOLLUTION CONTROLPOLLUTION CONTROLPOLLUTION CONTROLPOLLUTION CONTROL



30 Chapter 1 PPPPPararararart IIt IIt IIt IIt II
Industrial Pollution Control

quality of  the same within safe limits. The WBPCB
issues two types of consent as mentioned
hereunder.

Consent to Establish: All the industries and
activities needing consent must obtain consent
to establish before actual commencement of
work for establishing the industry/activity.

Consent to Operate: This consent, which is
valid for a specific time period, needs to be
obtained before commencement of actual
production. The consent to operate is renewed
after expiry of the previous consent.

Categorisation of Industries

Depending upon their pollution potential, the
WBPCB has classified the industrial units into three
different categories:
1. Red category units have maximum pollution

potential. Considering the degree of pollution
among the Red units, these are further classified

into ‘Special Red’ and ‘Ordinary Red’
categories;

2. Orange category units have moderate
pollution potential; and

3. Green units have the minimum pollution
potential.

4. A few units with no substantial pollution
potential are classified as ‘Exempted’ category
units.

Annexure II shows the different categories of
industries. The existing list of  categorisation of
the industries was not exhaustive. As per the
decision of the 135th Board Meeting Board held
on 01.02.2007, the WBPCB has constituted a
committee for the categorisation of new
industries. Whenever any industry, other than those
included in the existing list approach the WBPCB,
their cases are placed before the  committee. The
decision on proper  categorisation of such
industries are taken accordingly.

Siting Policy

The WBPCB ensures that compliance to
environmental standards is attained through
negotiated agreements and technical guidance.

Under the current siting policy of the Board, the
Red category of  industries are not permitted in
municipal areas falling under Kolkata
Metropolitan Area (KMA), and Orange category

TABLE: 2.1.1

VALIDITY PERIODS FOR CONSENT APPLICATIONS

Item Existing maximum Revised maximum
validity period validity period

(in years)  (in years)
Consent to Establish
New Project 5 5
Expansion of the existing units 5 5
Consent to Operate
Identified Grossly Polluting Units
a) Fresh 1 1
b) Renewal 1 2
Special Red Category Units
a) Fresh 2 2
b) Renewal 2 3
Ordinary Red Category Units 2 3
Orange Category Units 3 4
Green Category Units 5 5
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of  industries are not permitted in Kolkata
Municipal Corporation (KMC) and Howrah
Municipal Corporation (HMC) areas, excepting
the industrial estates of KMC and HMC. The
Board also do not give permission to any new or
expansion/diversification of the existing Red
Category units in the areas falling under the
Asansol Durgapur Development Authority
(ADDA). The siting policy of  the Board does
not permit a few water-intensive and highly
polluting industrial units having high water
consumption within 10-km radius of the Calcutta
Leather Complex at Bantala. Annexure III
comprises of the industrial siting policy of the
WBPCB for combating industrial pollution in West
Bengal. The consent application forms are
available at the website of the WBPCB
(www.wbpcb.gov.in) The fees required for
granting consent are collected at 32 designated
branches of the United Bank of India (UBI). The
consent fee structure of the Board is given in
Annexure IV.

Consent Administration

The Ministry of  Environment and Forests,
Government of India re-engineered the EIA
(Environmental Impact Assessment) notification
(vide S.O. 1533 on September 14, 2006) by
superseding the earlier notification vide S.O.60(E)
dated January 27, 1994.

Certain industrial activities have already been
identified under this notification. These industries
require environmental clearence either from the
Central Government or the State Government
prior to obtaining ‘Consent to ‘Establish’ from
the WBPCB.

As per the new EIA notification, the activities
requiring EIA clearance have been grouped as A
or B, depending on its potential impacts on human
health and natural and man-made resources to
be processed for environmental clearance by
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority of
the Government of India and the Government
of  West Bengal respectively. For the constitution
of the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) and the State Level Expert
Appraisal Committee (SEAC), the Department
of  Environment, Government of  West Bengal
shall forward the names to the Ministry of

Environment and Forests, Government of  India.
The SEIAA shall base its decision on the
recommendations of  the SEAC constituted for
West Bengal. The Government of  West Bengal
would have to notify the SEAC to provide all
support and act as the Secretariat for the Authority.

For the Group B projects to be cleared by State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) would be screened for sub-
categorisation either as B1 or B2 after the
screening process of the environmental
information submitted by the project proponent
in Form 1 annexed with the said notification. Such
sub-categorisation, however, will be made
following the guidelines to be published by the
MoEF, Government of  India time to time. The
following sequential process would be followed
by the Environment Impact Assessment Authority
for environmental clearance of the project
activities specified in the notification.

Screening (Stage 1): The screening process required
for category B projects or activities will be aimed
to ascertain whether further environmental studies
will be required for preparation of Environment
Impact Assessment Report in addition to that
submitted in Form 1 by the applicant requiring
further processing through public consultation
terming it as B1 category project. Otherwise, the
project will be termed as B2 not requiring to
prepare full-fledged Environment Impact
Assessment Report and public consultation
through Environmental Public Hearing.

Scoping (Stage 2): The Expert Appraisal Committee
is required to scope the project or activity requiring
environmental clearance to determine the detailed
Terms of  Reference for the preparation of
Environment Impact Assessment Report by
assessing the information submitted by the
applicant in Form 1.

Public Consultation (Stage 3): This is the process by
which the concerns of people likely to be affected
by the project activity and others who have
plausible stake in the environmental aspects of
the project are ascertained. This stage of the EIA
process is to comprise of two aspects: a public
hearing process, in which only local affected
people can participate, and a process for obtaining
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written comments from others who are
concerned citizens. However, there are six sets
of activities which have been exempted from
the process of public consultation.
Appraisal (Stage 4): Appraisal means the detailed
scrutiny of the application and other documents
like the Final EIA Report and outcome of public
consultations. The Expert Appraisal Committee
or the State Level Expert Appraisal Committee
concerned shall made categorical
recommendation to the regulatory authority on

whether or not the environmental clearance is
recommended for granting. However, the
projects which do not need to conduct EIA
studies or go through public consultation will be
appraised on the basis of  information provided
in the application form and site visits.

The revised consent administration of the Board
is placed in Annexure V. Table 2.1.2 denotes the
number of ‘Consent for Establishment’ and
‘Consent for Operation’ applications processed
by the Board during 2006-2007.

FIGURE: 2.1.1

‘CONSENT FOR ESTABLISHMENT’ APPLICATIONS ISSUED DURING 2006-2007

TABLE: 2.1.2
‘CONSENT FOR ESTABLISHMENT’ AND ‘CONSENT FOR OPERATION’

APPLICATIONS ISSUED DURING 2006-2007

Time period CFE CFO
April 2006 141 352
May 2006 127 326
June 2006 181 497
July 2006 131 350
August 2006 169 463
September 2006 220 578
October 2006 to December 2006 1074 1846
January 2007 278 465
February 2007 265 503
March 2007 298 582

Total 2884 5962
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Surveillance on industries
Given the constraints of resource and manpower,
the Board prioritises its surveillance over the
grossly polluting units instead of monitoring all
the units under its consent administration. These
units are inspected and monitored in a fixed
schedule either monthly or bimonthly or thrice-a-
year, or on a quarterly or half-yearly or yearly basis. The
Board has identified grossly polluting units under its
regular surveillance. The list of  grossly polluting units is
given in Annexure VI. These grossly polluting units
are the industries specifically identified as
indicated below:

FIGURE: 2.1.2

‘CONSENT FOR OPERATION’ APPLICATIONS ISSUED DURING 2006-2007

Industries identified under National River
Conservation Plan (NRCP);
Industries discharging effluents into the rivers
and lakes directly or indirectly,
and effluents having BOD load of 100
kilograms per day or more before treatment;
Industries under 17 categories of polluting
industries as notified by Ministry of
Environment & Forests, New Delhi enlisted
under CREP (Charter on Corporate
Responsibility for Environ-mental Protection);
Major air polluting industries; and
Major water polluting industries.

TABLE: 2.1.3
INSPECTION SCHEDULE OF GROSSLY POLLUTING INDUSTRIES DURING 2006-2007
Regional No. of industries
Office Monthly Bimonthly Quarterly Thrice-a-year Half yearly Yearly TOTAL
Camac St. 3 2 4 1 12 0 22
Salt Lake 1 3 1 1 16 1 23
Alipore 2 2 1 0 6 0 11
Howrah 0 5 3 1 66 0 75
Hooghly 6 9 2 6 11 0 34
Kakinara 6 14 14 2 14 2 52
Haldia 8 4 2 7 11 0 32
Durgapur 15 3 4 15 14 5 56
Asansol 2 4 1 6 6 4 23 + 1*
Siliguri 1 2 0 0 2 0 5
TOTAL 44 48 32 39 158 12 334

* No inspection schedule for one industry that is presently closed
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CETP at Calcutta Leather Complex
The Calcutta Leather Complex is an important
industrial sector of the state. The Complex has
been set up by the Government of  West Bengal
with the objective to relocate the existing old
tanneries from the heart of the city as well as to
create provisions for setting up new tanneries
along with the ancillary units related to leather
goods manufacturing. It was inaugurated on June
30, 2005.
The complex has a capacity to process 1000
tonnes per day of raw hide and skin using 35
MLD (million litres per day) of  water. As of  now,
433 old tanneries have been alloted land in the
new complex.  A number of new tanneries are
also coming up in the complex. All process and
domestic wastewater from the tanneries in the
complex are treated in a Common Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP), which has a designed
capacity to treat 30 MLD of wastewater through
six modules. Presently, four modules of  the CETP
are in operation. The treated effluent is discharged
into the Karaidanga SWF (Storm Weather Flow)
canal. The chromium-bearing effluent is separately
treated, and chromium is recovered for reuse in
the process. A number of  units are having
individual chromium-recovery facility. The

complex is also having a common chrome
recovery unit (CCRU) to cater 109 relocating
tanneries who had opted for the CCRU. In
addition, the complex is also having mobile
chrome recovery units.
Regarding solid waste management, an area of
around 51 acres has been acquired adjacent to
the Calcutta Leather Complex and the State
Government is in the process of completing
regulatory formalities towards development
of an integrated solid waste disposal facility.
At present, 200 units have been granted
‘Consent to Operate’ by the WBPCB, which
approximately processes 500 tonnes of raw
hide per day. Around 15 MLD of  waste water is
treated through four modules of  the CETP. A
separate cell has been constituted by the WBPCB
for regular monitoring of the complex and
providing guidance for its upgradation.
Public Hearing during 2006-2007
The Board had conducted 14 environmental
public hearing during the year 2006-2007 for the
industrial sector and nine public hearings for the
construction and housing projects. The details of
the public hearings conducted in 2006-2007 is
given in Table 2.1.4.

TABLE: 2.1.4

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING DURING THE YEAR 2006-2007
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Regulatory Role

As part of its regulatory role, all industries
defaulting marginally compared to the prescribed
standard (either set up by the Ministry of
Environment & Forest, Government of  India
or Central Pollution Control Board or WBPCB)
are allowed reasonable time to comply with the
standards. On repetitive non-compliance, the
erroneous units are served with show-cause
notices, followed by technical hearing, imposition
of bank guarantee for ensuring time-bound
compliance and imposition of  pollution fines.
Consistent non-compliance leads to disconnection
of  electricity and water supply, leading to closure
of  the units under extreme circumstances. After
adoption of adequate pollution control measures,
the closure order is suspended and the industry is
allowed to operate again.

Promotional Role :
Environment Excellence Award 2006

In order to recognize and encourage the proactive
institutional efforts for betterment of  the
environment, implemented through a structured
policy, dedication to the cause, self  monitoring
and compliance, in the year 2002, the West Bengal
Cleaner Production Centre (WBCPC), a
collaborative effort of  the West Bengal Pollution

Control Board (WBPCB) and the Indian
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), instituted the
“Environment Excellence Award” of  its first
kind. The award is aimed at driving environment
management as a tool of competitiveness within
different groups.
In 2006, the 5th Environment Excellence Award
was announced through newspaper advertisement
inviting applications and the application procedure
and application forms were made available in
the websites of the WBPCB and the ICC.
Separate Jury Committees, composed of
luminaries in the field of environment, shortlisted
the applications based on well developed
qualifying criteria. After primary screening, the
environmental performance of  the applicants was
assessed through extensive site visits and
interactions with various stakeholders.
On February 6, 2007 in a programme held at the
Hotel Hyatt Regency, Shri Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, Chief  Minister of  West Bengal in
presence of Shri Sailen Sarkar, Minister-in-Charge,
Department of Environment, Government of
West Bengal felicitated four recipients from the
‘Large Industry’ Sector, one recipient from the
‘Small Industry’ Sector,  three recipients from the
‘Service Sector Organisation’ and  two recipients
from the ‘Non-Governmental Organisation’
(NGO) Sector.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister addresses the members of the audience during the
function of 5th Environment Excellence Award
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Large Industry Sector

M/s. Budge Budge Generating Station,
Pujali, Budge Budge,
24 Parganas (South) - First

M/s. Bakreswar Thermal Power Project,
Bakreswar, Birbhum - Second

M/s. ITC Limited,
Kidderpore, Kolkata - Joint Third

M/s. Ambuja Cement Eastern Limited,
Dhulagori, Sankrail, Howrah -Joint Third

Small Industry Sector (Certificate of Appreciation)

M/s. Reliance Potteries,
T. N. Banerjee Road, Khardaha

Service Sector Organisations
(Certificates of Appreciation)

Technopolis: Phoenix Software Limited,
Salt Lake City

SembRamky Environmental Management
Pvt. Ltd.,
Topsia Road  (South), Kolkata

Westwind Residents Welfare Association,
Raja S. C. Mullick Road, Kolkata

Non-Governmental Organisations

Haldia Vigyan Parishad, Haldia,
Purba Medinipur - First

Bio-Parivar, Madanpur,
Nadia - Second

The Hon’ble Chief Minister confers the prestigious Environment Excellence Award 2006
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